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PREFACE

I AM WRITING FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT SCHOLARS IN THIS FJELD,
WHO EITHER DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THE SOURCES ON WHICH THIS
WORK |S BASED OR WHO WOULD LIKE MORE OF A LAYMAN'S APPROACH
THAN WOULD OTHERWISE BE POSSIBLE, WHJLE ONLY MAJOR 1SSUES
AND DEVELOPMENTS ARE DEALT W)TH, THE BIBL!OGRAPHY CAN LEAD
ONE TO IMPORTANT SOURCES FOR A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF EARLY
ISLAM&C ICONOGRAPHY AND ECONOMICS THROUGH NUM]SMATICS,

So FAR 4S8 | HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ASCERTAIN, NO COMPARABLY UP-—
TO-DATE INTRODUGCTION TO THIS SUBJECT HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN
WRITTEN=—AND, IN FACT, COULD NOT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN PRIOR TO
THE RELATIVELY REGENT ADVANCES IN UNDERSTANDING OF THE
ORIGINS OF |SLAMIC CCINAGE THROUGH THE PENETRATING LIFE~LONG
SCHOLARSHIP OF sUCH MEN As PuiLie Grierson, Georce C. MiLEs
anp THE LATE Joun Warker, OF COURSE, THE FINAL CHAPTER 18
UNFINISHED: THERE WILL CCNTINUE TO BE NEW DISCOVERIES AND
NEW INSIGHTS,

| am peErsonaLLY tnDEBTED TO MichaeL L, Bates, AssociaTe
Curator oF lstamic Coins, THe American NumismaTic SocieTy,
FOR SUGGESTIONE N BOTH BIBLIOGRAPHY AND MANUSCRIPT,

Tuanks aRE pue CHArLES PanisH, Couin Bruce ano Bruce Braun
FOR ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING AND CLASSIFYING SOME OF THE COINS
IN MY OWN GCOLLEGTION WHIGCH ARE HEREIN ILLUSTRATED, | aM
6rRATEFUL TO LrLovo ano Barsara Prenrtice, Raupd MaTHESON, THE
sTAFF oF Zone 5 PuoTtocrapHer's WorksHor, anD  FPaMELA

HousLEY FOR TEGHNICAL ASSISTANGCE IN PHOTOGRAPHING AND PRINT=
ing., | am aLso inpeEeTED TO The American NumismaTic SocieTy
(ANS) FOR PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SCUME RARE

SPECIMENS FROM | TS OWN AND OTHER COLLECT|ONS,

CoINS ARE ILLUSTRATED SL{GHTLY OVERSIZE, EXCEPT WHERE AN
ASTERISK FoLrows "ANS Puoto," MEANING NORMAL=SIZE REPRODUC=-
Tion, From MiLes' "Tue EariiesT Aras Goup Coinace,"

AN = Gold, AE = Bronze, AR = Silver

REPRODUCTION RIGHTS ARE RESERVED BY THE AUTHOR,
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ORIGINS OF ISLAMIC COINAGE

NorMan ToTTEN

ProTOTYPES

THERE waAS NO LOCAL ARAB COINAGE AT THE TIME OF MuHAMMAD'S BIRTH
IN Mecca, 570 AD, In FacT, ARABIA HAD BEEN WITHOUT AN INDEPEN=-
DENT COINAGE SINGE THAT OF THE FIRST=CENTURY HimariTEs, DBarTER,
BULLION AND USE OF THE CCINS OF OTHERS FOR SMALL TRANSACT]ONS
WERE APPARENTLY SUFFICIENT,

THe Two GReEAT MipoLE EASTERN EMPIRES OF THE TIME WERE CHRISTIAN
ByzanTium anp ZoROASTRIAN (Sasantan) Persia. By Muxamman's
DEATH IN 632 AD THESE EMPIRES HAD MUTUALLY WEAKENED EAGH OTHER
THROUGH MILITARY CONTESTS, By THE TIME OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE UmMavvap DynasTy In 661 AD, THE ARABS==UNDER THE BANNER OF
THEIR NEW FAITH, |SLAM==HAD CONQUERED THE ENTIRE SASANIAN EMPIRE
AND THE Syria=ParesTine=NorTH AFrica PorRTION OF ByzanTium, AT
FIRST THE MusLiM ARABS BOTH EXPLOITED AMD ADOPTED MANY ELEMENTS
OF THESE TWO GREAT CIVILIZATIONS, INCLUDING CCINAGE——BYZANTINE
GOLD AND BRONZE AND SASANIAN SILVER,

BYZANT UM

SoLi1pus, AN
i MinT: CONSTANTINOPLE
HeracLius (610-641 AD)



FirsT 40 nNuMMI A
coin ("FoLLrs™)

MinT: NicoMEDIA
Anastasius (491-518 AD)

40 NUMMIA COINS
("FoLLes"), AE

Constans |1 (641-668 AD)

OsveERSE: OTANDING CMPEROR

ano "ENTHT O NIKA"

Reverse: CursIVE AND
UNGIAL M, INSCRIPTION




SASAN AN

Dirnem, AR, unbpaTED
MinT: Bansinar (BN)

Firoz | (459-484 AD)

Dirnem, AR, 619 AD
MinT: Hamapan

Kiusrau |1 (590-627 AD)



ErrLiesT Arar Bronze

From asouTt 640 AD, buring THE
CaLIPHATES oF Umar (634-644 AD)
ano Utkman (644-656 AD), 1~ Syria
AND PALESTINE THE ARABS BEGAN
ADAPTING DYZANTINE LOCAL BRONZE
apDiING KuFic=ARaR!IC WORDS, |HE
SPECIMENS AT LEFT MODIFY COINS OF
Constans |1 (see Seetion 1), T
MINT 18 WwrRiTTEN 1N Oreex (EMESO
(HIMS), PRESENT=DAY
A, |HE REVERSE=S1DE
ByzanTINE LETTER RE-
"40," {I,F,, 40 NumMmMLa ),
asove THE '"M" s
FIRST SPECIMEN, THOUGH PER-
HAPS INTERPRETED AS A FOUR=POINTED
STAR, SINCE A MOON CRESCENT (HlLLEL}
APPEARS BELOW THE CENTER oF THE '"M.,"
ON THE OTHERS A S|X—=FOINTED AR 18
SUBSTITUTED FOR THE GROSS, TYET ON
THE OBVERSE OF ALL THREE COINS THE
CROSSES ON THE EMPEROR'S CROWN,
STLFF AND ORB ARE RETAINED, IT
CLEAR THAT AT THIS PERIOD THE ARA
WERE MORE COMCERNED WITH ADAPTING
THEMSELVES TO LOCAL USAGES THAN
Wl TH REPLACING THEM BY SOMETHING
TOTALLY NEW,
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THE GOIN AT RIGHT MAY POSSIBLY
NOT BE ARaBiC, BUT SOME OTHER
EASTERN COPY=ADAPTATION OF THE
CONSTANS FOLLIS, THOUGH FAINT
TRACES ON THE REVERSE INDIGATE
POSSIBILITY OF THE HIMS MINT,




	Early Islamic - Totten
	Early Islamic - Totten 2
	Early Islamic - Totten 3
	Early Islamic - Totten 4
	Early Islamic - Totten 5
	Early Islamic - Totten 6
	Early Islamic - Totten 7b
	Early Islamic - Totten 8
	Early Islamic - Totten 9

